'ORDERED TO fV/A TCH SHIPS' - f ./? 




Pueblo Assigned to Spy 
On Soviets, U.S. Reports 


By BOB HORTON 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
USS Pueblo was told to snoop 
on Soviet ships passing near 
Japan as a follow-up. to her 
electronic surveillance of 
North Korea, a U.S. document 
shows. 

The intelligence ship was 
supposed to visually inspect 
and photograph Soviet naval 
vessels, openly, while return- 
ing to the U.S. base at Sasebo, 
Japan. 

The additional mission was 
forestalled when the North 
Koreans captured the Pueblo 
— ih North Korean territorial 
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waters, they claim— on Jan. 
23, four days before she would 
have headed for Sasebo. 

THE SECONDARY snoop- 
ing job was disclosed for the 
first time yesterday as the 
U.S. government broke out of 
secrecy a Jan. ,5, 1968, order 
to refute a new North Korean 
allegation. 

The North Korean radio 
said the Pueblo was author- 
ized to go as near as three 
miles from the North Korean 
coast, under a Feb. 28, 1966, 
order. The United States rec- 
ognizes , a three-mile limit. 
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North Korea claims 12. 

The State Department ac- 
knowledged such an order 
went out to “a great many** 
Navy vessels operating near 
foreign shores but this was 
superseded in the case of the 
Pueblo by a specific instruc- 
tion Jan. 5, 1968. 

THAT MESSAGE, couched 
in cryptic, often garbled mili- 
tary lingo, set out general de- 
tails for the Pueblo’s North 
Korea spy assignment, code- 
named “Ichythynic One.” 

A key passage, so far as 
the U. S. government’s effort 
to refute the North Korean 
claim is concerned, said. 

/‘CPA (closest point of ap- 
proach) to Korcom (Commu- 
nist Korea)— Soviet (Land) 
Mass— Offshore islands will 
be 13 NM (nautical miles). 


Pueblo- 
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Llcyd M. Bucher, skipper of 
the Pueblo, to leave Sasebo 
about Jan. 8, proceed through 
the Tsushima Straits and up 
the Korean coast to opera- 
tional areas designated Mars, 
Venus and Pluto. 

THESE WERE Sea of Ja- 
I pan zones delineated on a 
north-south basis by the 39th 
to the 42nd parallels. 

The Pueblo, according to 
the publicly released copy of 
the order, was to operate 
from 13 miles offshore to 60 
miles out between the 39th 
and 42nd parallels.. 

Under these guidelines she 
would have been permitted to 
go to within ‘about 20 miles 
of Soviet territory adjacent to 
northern North Korea. 


SAID STATE Department 
press officer. Robert J. Mc- 
Closkey: 

“We continue to have no 
reason to believe that the 
captain of the Pueblo did not 
adhere to the 13-mile restric- 
tion in the sailing order.” 

The instruction told Comdr. 
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ON THE WAY she was to 
“attempt to avoid detection 
by Soviet naval units.” 

Upon reaching the 39th par- 
alllel the Pueblo could move 
about the Mars, Pluto and 
Venus operational areas “con- 
centrating efforts in areas 
which appear most lucrative.” 
This was not otherwise de- 
fined but officials have ac- 
knowledged the ship was elec- 
tronically eavesdropping on 
North Korean shore transmis- 
sions, among other things. 

ON JAN 27 the Pueblo was 
to leave the operational areas 
“and if not under surveil- 
lance, maintain strict emcom 
(emissions control or radio 
silence)” while proceeding 
south along the Korean coast 
to the Tsushima Straits. . 

There, the ship was to “in- 
tercept and conduct surveil- 
lance” of Soviet naval units 
, passing through the area. 

I Asked what this meant, a 
Pentagon spokesman said: 

' ‘‘Just take a look at them. 
Follow them around. See what 
they’re doing.” 

Apparently the Soviet sur- 
veillance would not have been 
covert. 


